Normal commitments of everyday Christians
Introduction:

An understanding of authentic Church Membership

[] Ready to go; [] Agreeable; [] Distracted; [] Struggle; [] Mock

1st You

membership

2nd Membership is the

of the early church

Hebrews 13:17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account.
Acts 20:7 On the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break bread, …
Hebrews 10:24-25 and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, 25 not forsaking our own

assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near.
Acts 18:27 And when he wanted to go across to Achaia, the brethren encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to welcome
him; and when he had arrived, he greatly helped those who had believed through grace,
2 Corinthians 3:1 Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, as some, letters of commendation to you or
from you? 2 You are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read by all men;

3rd Functioning as a member allows you to
4th Becoming a member lets you to

God’s Word
off Christ better

1 Corinthians 12:27 Now you are Christ’s body, and individually members of it. Ephesians 4:16 from whom the whole body,

being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes
the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.

Membership has 3 purposes...
ONE - To clearly articulate the direction and doctrine of FBC to anyone
Key word: I
TWO - To educate believers to understand a normal Christian commitment to a local church
Key word: C
THREE - To protect the unity of FBC in providing a ministry covenant for all teachers and leaders
Key word: U

#1 To

Christ from the heart in salvation

John 10:27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me
Matthew 10:38 And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.

#2 To publicly identify with Christ in

1 Corinthians 1:16 Now I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized

any other.

Acts 18:8 many of the people who heard Him believed and were baptized
1 John 2:3 We know that we have come to know Him, if we obey His commands
Matthew 10:32 Everyone therefore who shall confess Me before men, I will also confess him before My Father who is
in heaven. 33 But whoever shall deny Me before men, I will also deny him before My Father who is in heaven.

#3 To remember Christ’s Work, evaluate your heart and
remain unified with the church through
1st Remember OUR unity

Matthew 5:23-24 If therefore you are presenting your offering at the altar, and there remember that your

brother has something against you, leave your offering there before the altar, and go your way; first be
reconciled to your brother, and then come and present your offering.

2nd Remember HIS sacrifice
3rd Remember YOUR heart

1 Corinthians 11:28 let a man examine himself...29 For he who eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgment to
himself, if he does not judge the body rightly. 30 For this reason many among you are weak and sick, and a

number sleep.

#4 To offer

to Him in Worship

Matthew 6:33 seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you.
Romans 12:1 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice,

acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.

#5 To serve the body with your

1 Peter 4:10-11 10 As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the

manifold grace of God. 11 Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is
to do so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through
Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

#6 To submit to an

like a child does to a father

Hebrews 13:7 and 17 7 Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of
their conduct, imitate their faith. 17 Obey your leaders, and submit to them; for they keep watch over your souls, as
those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you. 1
Thessalonians 5:12 we request of you, brethren, that you appreciate those who diligently labor among you, and have
charge over you in the Lord and give you instruction, 13 and that you esteem them very highly in love because of their
work. ...

ONETWO-

about becoming a member of FBC
everyone is welcome at FBC

1 Corinthians 12:25 there should be no division in the body, but the members should have the same care for one another.
Titus 3:10 Reject a factious man after a first and second warning,

THREE-

Christ alone can make you a member of His body

John 14:6 I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me.
Matthew 16:24 Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross,

and follow Me.

Manuscript notes, audio from today and all previous weeks are available at media.faith-bible.net
or you can pick up today’s message on CD at the book table

Normal commitments of everyday Christians
Introduction:

An understanding of authentic Church Membership

[] Ready to go; [] Agreeable; [] Distracted; [] Struggle; [] Mock

1st You NEED membership
2nd Membership is the EXAMPLE of the early church

Hebrews 13:17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account.
Acts 20:7 On the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break bread, …
Hebrews 10:24-25 and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, 25 not forsaking our own

assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near.
Acts 18:27 And when he wanted to go across to Achaia, the brethren encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to welcome
him; and when he had arrived, he greatly helped those who had believed through grace,
2 Corinthians 3:1 Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, as some, letters of commendation to you or
from you? 2 You are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read by all men;

3rd Functioning as a member allows you to OBEY God’s Word
4th Becoming a member lets you to SHOW off Christ better

1 Corinthians 12:27 Now you are Christ’s body, and individually members of it. Ephesians 4:16 from whom the whole body,

being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes
the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.

Membership has 3 purposes...
ONE - To clearly articulate the direction and doctrine of FBC to anyone
Key word: INFORMATION
TWO - To educate believers to understand a normal Christian commitment to a local church
Key word: COMMITMENT
THREE - To protect the unity of FBC in providing a ministry covenant for all teachers and leaders
Key word: UNITY

#1 To FOLLOW Christ from the heart in salvation
John 10:27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me
Matthew 10:38 And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.

#2 To publicly identify with Christ in BAPTISM

1 Corinthians 1:16 Now I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized

any other.

Acts 18:8 many of the people who heard Him believed and were baptized
1 John 2:3 We know that we have come to know Him, if we obey His commands
Matthew 10:32 Everyone therefore who shall confess Me before men, I will also confess him before My Father who is
in heaven. 33 But whoever shall deny Me before men, I will also deny him before My Father who is in heaven.

#3 To remember Christ’s Work, evaluate your heart and
remain unified with the church through COMMUNION
1st Remember OUR unity

Matthew 5:23-24 If therefore you are presenting your offering at the altar, and there remember that your

brother has something against you, leave your offering there before the altar, and go your way; first be
reconciled to your brother, and then come and present your offering.

2nd Remember HIS sacrifice
3rd Remember YOUR heart

1 Corinthians 11:28 let a man examine himself...29 For he who eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgment to
himself, if he does not judge the body rightly. 30 For this reason many among you are weak and sick, and a

number sleep.

#4 To offer OURSELVES to Him in Worship

Matthew 6:33 seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you.
Romans 12:1 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice,

acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.

#5 To serve the body with your GIFTEDNESS

1 Peter 4:10-11 10 As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the

manifold grace of God. 11 Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is
to do so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through
Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

#6 To submit to an ELDERSHIP like a child does to a father

Hebrews 13:7 and 17 7 Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of
their conduct, imitate their faith. 17 Obey your leaders, and submit to them; for they keep watch over your souls, as
those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you. 1
Thessalonians 5:12 we request of you, brethren, that you appreciate those who diligently labor among you, and have
charge over you in the Lord and give you instruction, 13 and that you esteem them very highly in love because of their
work. ...

ONE-PRAY about becoming a member of FBC
TWO-ALMOST everyone is welcome at FBC

1 Corinthians 12:25 there should be no division in the body, but the members should have the same care for one another.
Titus 3:10 Reject a factious man after a first and second warning,

THREE-ONLY Christ alone can make you a member of His body

John 14:6 I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me.
Matthew 16:24 Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross,

and follow Me.

Manuscript notes, audio from today and all previous weeks are available at media.faith-bible.net
or you can pick up today’s message on CD at the book table

